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which he was concerned, and which we take for granted he approved as no
dissent is entered by him.
33.    First, the very same letter that carried his appointment to the Govern-
ment, carried our most positive orders to put a total and effectual stop to the
trade of salt, beetlenut and tobacco, which we expressed to be the source of
the war, and incompatible with the peace of the country and the interest
of the Company; yet in the Consultation 17th October wherein that order is
taken into consideration, he signs to a resolution to carry on the trade of salt
and beetlenut paying the Nabob on salt 2y2 per cent, in direct breach of our
orders; and in the treaty with the new Nabob he stipulates for that right by
an express article of the treaty.
34.    Although the treaty with Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn was entered into
before Mr. Spencer's arrival yet he gave his sanction to every part of it, parti-
cularly that which stipulated restitution for losses, which we make no doubt
he knew to be mostly sustained in an illicit trade, and preferring the interest
of the servants to the honour of the Company, countenanced the aggravating-
circumstances which accompanied that shameful prostitution of our authority
in rising in the demand, till by flinging in outstanding debts it was carried to
the exorbitant sum of fifty three lacks; and Mr. Spencer though no way
interested therein joined in the ungenerous proceedings by which Meer Jaffier's
consent was extorted for the payment of these demands, and in the treaty
with the new Nabob makes it an act of his own by carefully stipulating for
it therein, and to our great astonishment we see his name to Consultation 15th
November 1764, wherein he engages the authority of the Company to obtain
the sum. of twelve lacks and a half for the navy, though as far as appears to
us the demanding this sum was a private act of his predecessor, unknown to
him, but so strongly adopted that we see he never loses sight of it, but makes
the recovery of it part of the instructions to the Resident at, the Durbar on
the accession of the new Subah.
35.    In  the administration of our revenues he has  so overlooked the
accounts of the province of Burdwan, that though it appears in them the
Rajah collects fifty one lacks of rupees, yet he has approved the agreement
with the Rajah for thirty two lacks, which is even lower than the preceding
year, nor has he taken any notice of the sum of eighty thousand rupees applied
to the use of our servants under the head of Charges Residency.
36.    In his letter of the 14th March he urges the general flourishing state
of the Company's affairs as a matter of merit to himself, in which we totally
differ from him, as he will learn from our sentiments in our letter of the 24th
December and the present, of which you will transmit him copies as far as
relates to the administration of our affairs during his being of our Council
in Bengal.
37.    In the packet by the Bute you transmitted to us a copy of the treaty
with   the   Nabob   Nazim-o-Dowla,   which   is   attested   by   your   Secretary,
Mr. Majendie to be a true copy, whereas it has neither date or the names of
our Council who signed the treaty, nor the Nabob's name to it, which might
have been very well added, as it appears by your Consultations of the 6th March
last that you then received it properly executed by the Nabob.   You are to